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Letter dated 7 August 2006 from the Secretary-General
addressed to the President of the Security Council

In the presidential statement (S/PRST/2006/35) adopted on 30 July 2006 the
Security Council requested that | report to the Council within one week on the
circumstances of the tragic incident that occurred in Qana earlier that day. This
letter is submitted pursuant to that request.

On 4 August 2006, representatives of the Government of Lebanon, the League
of Arab States and the Non-Aligned Movement called upon my Deputy, Mark
Malloch Brown, to convey their request that a full investigation should be
conducted in respect of the Qana incident.

It should be noted that a proper gathering of all relevant facts and their
presentation in a comprehensive report cannot be completed in seven days,
especially when the area in question is difficult to access because of ongoing
hostilities. Furthermore, although personnel of the United Nations Interim Force in
Lebanon (UNIFIL) went to Qana following the attack, no United Nations personnel
were present at the scene when the attack occurred.

The following information is thus drawn from the official accounts sought
from and provided by the Governments of Lebanon and lIsrael and from United
Nations eyewitnesses who visited Qana in the aftermath of the attack, except where
otherwise stated. Copies of the Secretariat’s notes verbales to the Permanent
Missions of Israel and Lebanon and the responses thereto are attached to the present
letter (see annexes).

I would also like to draw to your attention the various reports that have already
been issued by international and local non-governmental organizations in respect of
the incident in Qana.

The situation in Qana prior to the attack

Qana is but one of numerous villages situated throughout southern Lebanon
which have, since the onset of the current hostilities on 12 July 2006, suffered
extensive bombing and shelling, resulting in, inter alia, the killings of civilians and
the massive internal displacement of the civilian population.

In peacetime, Qana has approximately 12,000 inhabitants. They are mainly
small farmers, shopkeepers and traders. Since hostilities began, Qana has been
isolated because of the destruction of roads leading to it. Qana has not been in the
UNIFIL area of operations since the reconfiguration of the mission in 2000. The
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nearest UNIFIL outpost is in Al-Hinniyah, approximately 20 kilometres away by
road.

Qana is not a stranger to tragedy: 10 years ago, on 18 April 1996, more than
100 Lebanese civilians who had sought refuge in a UNIFIL compound located in
Qana were Killed as a result of shelling by the Israel Defense Forces (IDF).

Regarding the current incident, in the early morning of 30 July 2006, Qana
was struck by missiles of the Israeli Air Force, causing civilian casualties and
damage to buildings.

The following is excerpted from the attached note verbale provided by the
Government of Israel:

“Qana is the center of Hizbullah’s regional headquarters. It contains
extensive weapons stockpiles, serves as a haven from fleeing terrorists, and is
the source of over 150 missiles launched into northern Israel. In Qana,
Hizbullah, a terrorist organization, maintains a regional command centre
which has been the planning site for numerous attacks against Israel.

“Since the start of hostilities, Israelis in 150 population centers have
faced unprecedented danger from a barrage of missiles and attacks emanating
from areas such as Qana. Like other operations, the goal of the raid was to
defend Israeli citizens.

“Early on the morning of 30 July 2006, the lIsraeli Air Force attacked
missile launch sites in the village of Qana. Prior to the operation, Israel
publicly called on the residents to move away from the terrorists and flee from
the areas where missiles are being launched. Leaflets were dropped from the
air urging civilians to leave the village on account of their own safety, as
Hizbullah routinely launches rockets in close proximity to residential
buildings. For several days, radio announcements were also made to the public
warning of a strike against Hizbullah. Israeli military activity in this area was
determined on the assumption that residents had heeded the warnings and
cleared out.”

The following quotations are excerpted from the attached documents provided
by the Government of Lebanon:

“On July 30, the Israeli Air Force struck a three-storey building in the
village of Qana where two extended families, the Shalhoubs and the Hashems,
had sought shelter. According to the Mayor of Qana, the civilians had taken
refuge there because the building had a reinforced basement. They were not
able to flee the area because of destroyed roads and the ongoing lIsraeli attacks.
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“None of the bodies recovered showed that there were militants mingled
among the civilians, and the rescuers found no weapons in the building that
was struck.”

“In an investigation conducted by Lebanese military authorities, there
was no indication that rockets were launched next to the building.

“Surveillance drones frequently over fly the village and as a result Israeli
forces must have known about the civilians.”
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The attack

At 0815 hours on 30 July 2006, the Lebanese authorities informed UNIFIL
that a residential building in the village of Qana had been hit by Israeli air strikes
leading to a number of civilian casualties. According to the Lebanese authorities, at
approximately 0130 hours in the morning of 30 July 2006, a three-storey residential
building with a basement in a residential area in the village of Qana, southern
Lebanon, was struck by a missile or missiles launched by the Israeli Air Force. The
building collapsed, killing and seriously injuring a number of persons.

The Lebanese authorities asked UNIFIL to secure from IDF security clearance
and safe passage to QANA for the Lebanese rescue and medical teams, and to
dispatch UNIFIL medical and engineering teams to assist in the search and rescue
mission. UNIFIL immediately conveyed this request to the Northern Command of
IDF through regular liaison channels.

UNIFIL was informed by the Lebanese Army that the Lebanese police, civil
defence and Army had arrived at the scene at approximately 0700 hours, owing to
difficulties in reaching the site because of the ongoing heavy aerial shelling.
UNIFIL was further informed that the Lebanese Army, police and civil defence were
unable to commence rescue operations until 0900 hours because of the ongoing
aerial shelling. Accompanied by armoured personnel carriers for protection, two
UNIFIL medical teams — each composed of one doctor, two nurses and an
ambulance, and a bus for evacuation of the wounded accompanying the second
medical team — were dispatched to Qana at 0945 hours. The teams arrived in Qana
at 1015 hours and 1100 hours, respectively. At the time of their arrival, between 15
and 20 ambulances belonging to the Lebanese Red Cross, municipalities and
hospitals were present at the scene.

On arrival, both UNIFIL medical teams joined the Lebanese Red Cross,
Lebanese Army and other relief workers in the rescue operation. An unconfirmed
number of bodies had, by this time, been recovered from the debris of the collapsed
building and approximately eight survivors had been evacuated to the nearest
hospital. UNIFIL medical teams assisted in the recovery of 17 additional dead
bodies from the rubble, most of them of women and children. The UNIFIL medical
teams left the scene at 1715 hours. UNIFIL reported that three additional buildings
in the vicinity of the building that was struck were damaged and a number of
vehicles on the street in front of those buildings were either damaged or destroyed.

Later in the day on 30 July 2006, at the request of the Lebanese authorities,
UNIFIL dispatched a rescue and recovery team with an excavator, bulldozer and
other engineering equipment to Qana. That team removed debris and facilitated a
search of the wreckage of the building. After consultation with the Lebanese Army
and the Lebanese Red Cross, the UNIFIL rescue and recovery team left the scene at
1930 hours.

The Government of Lebanon has reported that, thus far, 28 corpses have been
found, including those of approximately 14 children. As recovery efforts have been
suspended for the time being, it is possible that this figure may rise.

On 1 August 2006, UNIFIL armoured personnel carriers escorted a United
Nations humanitarian convoy carrying food supplies, organized by the World Food
Programme, from Tyre to Qana and back. UNIFIL reported that approximately 300
inhabitants remained in Qana.
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UNIFIL is not in a position to confirm or deny whether Hizbollah was
launching military activities from Qana in the days prior to or on 30 July.

The Government of Lebanon has stated that all 28 persons whose bodies have
been recovered to date were civilians. According to many residents of Qana who
were present at the time of the attack, and with whom UNIFIL personnel
subsequently spoke, the building was used by civilians.

Relief workers, human rights defenders and international journalists who
arrived in Qana after the attack on 30 July have stated that the survivors with whom
they spoke said they had been unable to flee Qana because the village was blocked
by craters and collapsed buildings, or had stayed behind because they were old, sick,
or lacked money or fuel for transport.

Statement of the International Committee of the Red Cross

Attention is drawn to the statement of the International Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC), issued on 30 July:

“The ICRC is alarmed by the increasing number of civilian casualties
resulting from the ongoing armed conflict.

“In today’s military operations by the IDF against the village of Qana, a
building sheltering civilians was directly hit. At the time of writing, the
Lebanese Red Cross society and the Lebanese civil defence have extracted 28
bodies from the rubble, 19 of whom were children.

““Issuing advance warning to the civilian population of impending attack
in no way relieves a warring party of its obligations under the rules and
principles of international humanitarian law. In particular, the principles of
distinction and proportionality must be respected at all times.

“19 days after the conflict began, the ICRC observes with great concern
the continuous escalation of hostilities and deplores the recurring lack of
respect for international humanitarian law by the warring parties.

“The ICRC once again urgently calls for a distinction to be drawn at all
times between civilians and civilian objects on one hand, and military
objectives on the other. All necessary precautions must be taken to spare
civilian life and objects and to ensure that the wounded have access to medical
facilities.”

Observations

I am gravely distressed by the tragic events in Qana and by the overall effect
of this conflict on the civilian populations of Lebanon and lIsrael. According to
official Lebanese and lIsraeli sources, as at 5 August 2006, after 25 days of conflict,
more than 933 Lebanese civilians and 35 Israeli civilians have been Killed.
Approximately 915,000 Lebanese, amounting to one quarter of the country’s total
population and including more than 80 per cent of the population living south of the
Litani River, have been displaced by the conflict, and the majority of them are now
in need of assistance. Tens of thousands of Israelis have had to take refuge in air
raid shelters; many more have moved away from northern Israel.
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The attack on Qana should be seen in the broader context of what could, on the
basis of preliminary information available to the United Nations, including
eyewitness accounts, be a pattern of violations of international law, including
international humanitarian law and international human rights law, committed
during the course of the current hostilities. | have repeatedly condemned all actions
that target civilians and | again call on all parties to the conflict to respect their
obligations under international humanitarian law and, in particular, to take all
necessary precautions to spare civilian life and property.

The effects of the current conflict on civilians in Lebanon and Israel rise to a
level of seriousness that requires further gathering of information, including
information on violations of international humanitarian law and international human
rights law. Accordingly, T support the calls for a more comprehensive investigation.

I should be grateful if you would bring this matter urgently to the attention of
the members of the Security Council.

(Signed) Kofi A. Annan
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Annex |

Note verbale dated 31 July 2006 from the Secretariat to
the Permanent Mission of Israel to the United Nations

TheSectetariat of the United Nations presénts its complimentsto the

Permanent Mission of Israel to the United Nations and has the honour to refer to
“the following Presidential Statementof the Security Council (S/PRST/2006/35),
‘gdopted on 30Ju|y 2006:

"Thc Sccunty Counc:l cxprcsscs its extrcmc shock and d1strcss at t‘nc
shelling by the Israeli Defense Forces of aresidential building ini Qana,
in-southern’Lebanon, which has caused the killing o f dozens of:
civilians,. mostly children, and injured many others;: The Security’
Council sends its deepest condolences ta the famllles of the-victins
and to thc Lebanese people,

"Thc Securlty Council stronglﬁ deplores this loss of i innocent lives
and tke Killing of civilians in the present conflict and requests the.
‘Secretary-General “ to_report to:it.within. one- wick®,on- the

" -*circumstances Of this tragic incident,
~*The Security Council expresses 'its.concern, at. thc threat of

‘escalation-of violence with further grave consequences for the

Jhumanitarian .'situation, e¢alls for -an. end to -violence, and"

-underscores the urgency of securing a Iastlng, permanent and
sustainable ceasefire.

“The Security Council expresses again its utmost concern. at the
Lebanese and Israeli civilian casualties and himsn sufferlng the’
widespread "destruction of civilian': 1nﬁ'astructure, -and - the
increased number-ofinternally displaced persoms, T ia -

" “The Security Council-urges all parties to grant immediate and

unlimited access.to humanitarian assistaunce,
TheSccunty Council deplores any action agalnst United Nations

o personnel and calls for full respect for the safety and security of.
=~ ail.United Nations’ personnel and premises’,

"*The Security ‘Coiincil affirms its dctcnmnatxon to work without

“any further delay to adopt a resolution for a lasting settlement of
.....the "crisis, drawing on diplomatic efforts under way..

"“"The-Security.Council remeins-seized of the matter;™ -

Pursuant to the request of the sarity Council that the Secretary-General
report to it within one week, the 'Secretariathereby submits an urgent request to the
Permanent Mission of Israel to provide all relevant information on the incident no
later than 3 August 2006. The Secretariat would further request that the
Government of Israel extend its full cooperationto the representatives of the
Secretary-General on the ground who will Liaise with representatives of the
Government o fIsrael and the Israel Defense Forces..
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Note verbale dated 31 July 2006 from the Secretariat to
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The Secretaviat of the Umted Nations presc:nts its comphmmts to the .

o “The Sectmty Counml cxprcssu its extreme shock and distress at the

' "'shellmgbytthszach Defense Forces ofa residential building in Qana,
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- "and the killing of civilians in the present conflict and requests the - -
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circumstances of this tragic incident. LovEe

“The Security Council: cxpresses its ‘concern at. the threat of
-escalation of violence with further grave consequences for the

' humanitarian - situation, calls for an end to violence, .and’

“underscores the urgency of sccurmg a lasung, permancnt and -

sustmnable ceasefire,

o '."'T_f, ‘Lebanese and Israeli civilian casualties and buman suffering, the

" - wyidespread = destruction’ of - civilian infrastructure, - and tbe
: mcreased nmnber of xntemally displaced persons.

~“The Secunty Council urges all parties to grant xmmerhatc and
. ‘unlimitéd access to humanitarien assistance, . ..

" “The Secunty Council deplores any action against Umtcd Nations =
-+ personnel and calls for full respect for the safety and security of
:all United Nations personnel and premises.*- - :

 *The Secunty Council affirms its détermination to work without -
“any farther delay to adopt a resolution for & lasting set_:tlement of
the crisis, drawing on diplomatic efforts under way, '

: “‘Thc Security Counc:l remains sc:zcd of the matter

Pnrsuant to the requst of the Security Council that the Sectetary-Gcnml

~ _reportto xtmthmoueweek,ﬂxeSecrc{mmhercbysubmts anvrgentrequwttothe

. ' Permanent Mission of Lebanon to provide all relevant information on the incident

. ‘Do later than 3 Angust 2006, ‘The Secretariat would further request that the' -
Government of Lebanon extend its full cooperation to the representatives of the

L Secrctary-Genera! on the ground who will Haise with’ rcpresentanvw of the

Goverament of Lebanon and the Lebanese Armed Forces.’
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Note verbale dated 3 August 2006 from the Permanent Mission
of Israel to the United Nations addressed to the Secretariat

The Permanent Mission of Israel to the United Nations presents its
compliments to the Secretariat of the United Nations and has the honour to refer to
the Presidential Statement of the Security Council (S/PRST/2006/35) dated 30 July
2006, concerning the shelling of a residential building by the Israeli Defense Forces
in Kfar Qana.

Qana is the centre of Hizbullah’s regional headquarters. It contains extensive
weapons stockpiles, serves as a haven for fleeing terrorists, and is the source of over
150 missiles launched into northern Israel. In Qana, Hizbullah, a terrorist
organization, maintains a regional command centre which has been the planning site
for numerous attacks against Israel.

Since the start of hostilities, Israelis in 150 population centres have faced
unprecedented danger from a barrage of missiles and attacks emanating from areas
such as Qana. Like other operations, the goal of the Qana raid was to defend Israeli
citizens.

Early on the morning of 30 July 2006, the Israeli Air Force attacked missile
launch sites in the village of Qana. Prior to the operation, Israel publicly called on
the residents to move away from the terrorists and flee from the areas where
missiles were being launched. Leaflets were dropped from the air urging civilians to
leave the village on account of their own safety, as Hizbullah routinely launches
rockets in close proximity to residential buildings. For several days, radio
announcements were also made to the public warning of a strike against Hizbullah.
Israeli military activity in this area was determined on the assumption that residents
had heeded the warnings and cleared out.

A number of raids were conducted on the morning of 30 July 2006, beginning
at 12 midnight and continuing on through 8.30 a.m. One raid, occurring between
midnight and 1 a.m., attacked the vicinity of the building in question. Inquiries into
the attack, including an independent statement by the Lebanese Government
hospital in Tyre, now place the number of civilian casualties at 28 and not 54, as
was initially reported.

Israel focuses on targets that are distinctively terrorist targets. Israel does not
target innocent civilians. While regretting the civilian casualties of this operation,
Israel blames Hizbullah for manipulating and using innocent Lebanese civilians as
human shields. Hizbullah terrorists have repeatedly hijacked the civilian population
of southern Lebanon and taken innocent Lebanese civilians hostage as shields
during terrorist activities. Israel deeply regrets the loss of human life in this conflict.
The same cannot be said for the terrorist group Hizbullah. When a Lebanese child is
killed, Israel mourns; when an Israeli child is killed, Hizbullah celebrates.

Concern for the lives of innocent Lebanese civilians, who are cruelly exploited
by Hizbullah in its aggression against Israel, is an integral part of Israel’s combat
doctrine. Israel takes extreme care to minimize the harm and suffering to the civilian
population, which comes at the cost of operational advantages. The leaflets dropped
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urging the residents of Kfar Qana to leave reduced Israel’s element of surprise,
giving Hizbullah terrorists prior warning and endangering Israeli troops in the area.

Aggressions against Israel have only intensified. Yesterday, a record 230
missiles flew from southern Lebanon into Israel, bringing the total of missiles fired

to over 2,000. Earlier today, 8 Israelis were killed and another 36 were injured in
continuing attacks.
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Letter dated 2 August 2006 from the Chargé d’affaires a.i.
of the Permanent Mission of Lebanon to the United Nations
addressed to the Secretary-General

With reference to the note verbale of the United Nations Secretariat, dated
31 July 2006, | have the honour to enclose herewith some early relevant information
pertaining to the Qana massacre which was made available to the Permanent
Mission of Lebanon.

At the same time, | wish to convey the request of the Lebanese Government
that you establish a fact-finding mission to investigate this tragic incident.

The Government of Lebanon expresses its readiness to cooperate fully with
such a mission.

(Signed) Caroline Ziade
Charge d’affaires a.i.
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[Original: Arabic]

Lebanese Republic
Ministry of Information

Report on the events of Sunday, 30 July 2006

On Monday, 31 July, day 20 of the open Israeli aggression against Lebanon,
the airforce attacked areas in the south and the Bekaa, and the Lebanese army dealt
with the Israeli attempt to disembark close to Al-Yammoune following three attacks
on the area which targeted a Lebanese army position at Ouadi Al-Zeitouni in
Baalbek as well as a civilian car in Douris.

The Israeli airforce also attacked a Lebanese army position in the area of Iqlim
Al-Taffah (Nabatiye area), setting an armoured personnel carrier on fire.

Late the previous night, a civilian was Killed in Tair Haifa as a result of the
Israeli attacks close to the coastal port of Al-Naqoura to the south of Tyre.

Day 19 (Qana massacre) Tyre

On Sunday, 30 July, the south and the whole of Lebanon awoke to the horror
of a massacre carried out by the Israeli enemy in the town of Qana in which 62
people were killed, the majority of the victims — over 40 of them — being children,
including 15 who were physically or mentally handicapped, as stated by Deputy
Bahiya Al-Hariri in the Lebanese Parliament.

On 18 April 1996 Qana had faced the same situation as on day 19 of Israel’s
open war in July 2006, one which conveyed the same “message”: there is no hiding
place from Israeli crimes and savagery — not the premises of the United Nations,
people’s homes, shelters or roads, nor are ambulances or non-military lorries
sacrosanct. The same message protects the criminals from accountability and
punishment and abandons the bodies of children to the most lethal of weapons,
pursuing them in the playground, in the shelter, in their mothers’ embrace, in the
arms of their fathers and on the shoulders of their grandparents, hunting them down
on the road while they attempt to flee to safety within the walls which they believe
will give them protection from the disasters of two centuries, the twentieth and the
twenty-first.

They were children and their families are innocent. Nevertheless, they no
longer believed for, in 1996, the enemy had called on them to leave their homes
under penalty of being bombed, and when they complied the enemy pursued them to
the compound of the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon and poured down on
them “the Grapes of Wrath”. The enemy ordered the people of Marouahine to
evacuate the town and when they did so, they incinerated 24 of them who were
making their escape on board a lorry. The same had happened earlier in the case of
people from Al-Mansouri in an ambulance which became their coffin. For that
reason, they preferred to stay in their homes and the walls, the toys and the beds
were plastered with their flesh and blood.

The first Qana incident was perpetrated by the Government of Shimon Peres, a
proponent of the “greater Middle East”; the second, by the Government of Ehud
Olmert, ripped the children of Qana to pieces under the slogan the “new Middle
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East”. Of these words, the children of Qana knew only the “East” and “new”,
thinking of new clothes and new toys; although they were only children they
dismissed middle solutions involving the “east”, and for that reason they perished.

Qana, which suffered the first massacre at noon, awoke to the second one at
dawn when the enemy attacked residential districts, destroying a number of homes,
the largest of which was a three-storey building standing on the Qana-Hay
Al-Kharija road. According to Abbas Hashim, about 60 people from the Hashim and
Shalhoub families were sheltering in the building, thinking that they were safer
there than in their own single-storey homes.

Ambulances and rescue workers rushed to the site and worked to lift up the
debris and pull out the dead and injured but after seven hours, because of the
shattered roads, despite the continuing attacks on the area and the determination to
drive out the innocent, even if they were only dead and injured people, enemy
aircraft attacked a Red Cross ambulance on the Qana-Tyre road and renewed their
attacks on the area around the towns of Qana and Saddigine. Throughout the hours
before noon, the rescue operations were accompanied by successive attacks on the
two towns and the outskirts of Deir Aamar.

The rescue workers and ambulance men had difficulty in lifting the wreckage
to pull out the victims and the Red Cross called for excavators and lifting
equipment. A Civil Defence official in the Tyre area also appealed for assistance in
lifting the rubble and pulling out the dead and injured from the Hashim building and
other residential buildings.

The victims from the Hashim family are known to include: Mahdi Ahmad
Hashim, Hassan Hashim, Ibrahim Hashim, Fatima Muhammad Hashim, Ali Ahmad
Hashim, Muhammad Mahdi Hashim, lbrahim Ahmad Hashim and Ja’far Mahdi
Hashim.

The victims from the Shalhoub family are known to include: Lina Muhammad
Shalhoub, Nabila Ali Shalhoub, Ali Ahmad Mahmoud Shalhoub, Taysir Muhammad
Shalhoub, Zeinab Ali Amin Shalhoub, Ali Ahmad Shalhoub and Yahya Ahmad
Shalhoub.

In addition to the victims from those two families, the following were Kkilled:
Khadija Ali Younis, Maryam Hassan Muhsin and Ali Zeid.

The following are known to have been injured: Najru Shalhoub, Zeinab
Mahmoud Yousif, Muhammad Qasim Shalhoub, Muhammad Ali Shalhoub, Hassan
Muhammad Shalhoub, Khadija Ubbeid, Hiyam Hashim, Hala Ahmad Shalhoub,
Zeinab Shalhoub and Iman Hussein.

At that time, the Israeli airforce was stepping up its attacks on the villages in
the Tyre area concentrating on the village of Deir Aamess near Qana in order to
impede the rescue operations. The enemy threatened the remaining villagers with a
similar fate if they did not depart.

In the town of Deir Qanoun Al-Nahr the body of Zeinab Azz Al-Din is still
buried in the rubble of the recently destroyed home of a member of the Azz Al-Din
family. In the town of Saddigine there are a number of carbonized bodies in cars that
were hit by the enemy on the Al-Aasi road. In the town of Jbal Al-Botm there is still
a dead body in a bombed-out building.
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Letter dated 4 August 2006 from the Chargé d’affaires a.i. of the
Permanent Mission of Lebanon to the United Nations addressed

to the Secretary-General

With reference to my previous letter, dated 2 August 2006, | have the honour
to enclose herewith additional information pertaining to the Qana massacre which
was made available to the Permanent Mission of Lebanon.

(Signed) Caroline Ziade
Chargé d’affaires a.i.
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Factual report on the Carnage of Qana
30 July 2006

_"On July 30, 2006, the Isracli forces oncs sgain commitied a war crime in ths southem
village of Qana. In the early hours of the same’ day that the civilian population of Qana was
smhmwmwmmmm'fmmd&mammwﬁm,
with blood and sorrow, when they targeted a three-storey residential building with their missiles.

The Isracli air strikes Killed af Jeast 62 civilians, more than half of them children, who fornd bad © -

the UNTFIL.

0n1u1y30,thels;aélxaufm strock 2 thrc&storey buildmg in the village of Qens,

- .
¢

. . -where two exicoded familics, the Shalhoubs and the Hashems, had sought shelter. Accordingto
" the Mayor of Qana, the civilians had taken refoge there becauso the building had a reinforced
" b, They w5410t f deoyed o nd i

. The first missile

siruck fhe building around 1:00 AM, and the sccond missile struck the

-

| bhilding 146 thaq 10 misites later and Jod to its immiediate collapse. According to the Lebancss
" Army, ot least 62 civilians, includifg 40 children, wero erushed o death when the building fell.
 Accordingto the New Yok Times: - S e

S “Atieaste.ighﬁbeobleinth:house'survived,'aﬂdtbldofdlang.tﬁlifyhghight
. Soms remained buried wntil moming. Others crawled free. * Ms. Shalhoub sat
under a tres with Mohammad Shathoub, withgut his wheelchair, and three others

"7 fistéaing 15 the plaies flying overhead in'the dark. - :
w4 e first maissile strick afound 1:00 am, throwing Mohammad Shathoub, one

© . of he relatives who uses a wheelchair, info an open dogrway, His 5 children,

 ages 12 to 2, were still iiside the house, &s.was his wife, his mother and a 10 year
old pephew. He tifed to'get to them, but minutes later another missile hit. By
mormng,thcmcucwurkasamved.allSthxsxdahvcsmdmd. '
"0 fult Hke I was tuming around; and the carth was going up and I was going
into the earth," gaid Mr. Shalhoub, 38 starring blankly shead in a hospital bed in
.. "My.month ss £l of gand," Ms. Shelhoub said. She said doctors badtold
. . herﬁmﬂy!hattbbaewﬁodiedhaﬂbeenstﬁe@iedmdmmheﬂ'tddﬂath” (New =~ =
York Times, July 31,°2006). .
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Rmm&mhdmgﬂxekedessmdﬂchbanzseCwﬂDefmse.mtmabbto
reach the village wntil 9:00 AM duc to Ieracl’s ongoing heavy bombardment of the ares, and
most jmportantly, dus to the fact that the Jsraeli air force targeted Red Cross ambulances that

-.mimmedzatdyrusbedtoQamtohelymcﬂmwmmded. None of the, bodies recovered:
showedthatﬁmewuemﬂnmtsmmgledmgﬂmmvﬂmns,mdﬂmmfomdm'
vmponsmthebuﬁdmgthatwasstmck.

: mevu,themaeﬁﬁ:rcshwemtmmdamglemewofcvidmwvmgm .
. Hizbollah 'was present in or around the building that was struck at the tiins of the aftack. The
mWM&aIMHMMh&bﬂmmdofsbad-mdhngmm.'

T maungthcsuspmonﬂmtﬂnmssﬂawhcbmusedmthosetbatmxmmﬁomuy R
prohibited. According to a military expet, the missiles nsed in Qana weighed IOOO-kgeachandv -
,eou!dbeannoredw:ﬂzamminm-depldedhmdw‘!rabfyah) o ;

- Article 8 a}(b)OoftheRomcstamteqmbﬁuasawm:cnmcanyactﬁ:at

Wﬁomﬂydxmcﬁngaﬁadmagamstﬁncxvﬂmpbpﬂmmasmh.or
agnlnstmdmdualcwﬂmnsnottahngdmctpattinhos&]iﬂ& o

A]so anicleS(z)(b) (‘u')cfﬁesamnsxamhceunndusasawarmmemyactthat

S “!mnhonalhrdxmchngaﬂachtgamstmvﬂmnobjec&,ﬂmtm,objwtswm

1o Qunn, the Txacli forces deliberately attacked the civilizn popuhhonshc}tmngmm RET L I
f\madultcmtedmdmnalm ms,-thhoutmydonbt,reprwwsa!nmm comm:ﬂed S
" against civilian population not taking direct part in the hostilities. :

C Intanahonnlﬂummxtmznuwdlﬁ'mbetmmuvﬂmmdmﬂnmyobjwts
: Actmlly azhc1052(1) of&nl”?potomllad&xhomltoﬂchnevaCmvmﬁonsmthn

%, thanob_]ects areallobpctswh;charenotmxk&aqobjwtxva - . s}
Axhc!eﬂa)dcﬁncsmlxmy objectivesas: - - LT ‘"- : "

“_ Limited to those objects which by their nature; loamon. purposs or use | R
maknancﬁ'cchvﬁoontﬁbtﬂontomhimywuonandwhosetmalotpamal '
destmcuon,mpmmornamahzahon,mthecncumsunecsmlmgatﬂmume,
o&‘crsadcﬂmtemmtaxy advantage.” - )

. Anyobjectﬂmtdowmoctﬁxoscmtuhxsoonsidcmdasamﬂxanobject Incasethe:e -
mdoubtahomwhnthzramgetmusedfmnnhtarypmposes thmarhcleSZ(B)xsvuyclearm,
.tb:srcspectasﬁshpulatcsthat' ' .

“Incasaofdoubtwh&thwmobjectwhchumnnaﬂy dcdmatadtocmlmn
purposes, suchasap!aecofwmshxp,ahouseoroﬁxcrdwelhngoruchool.m
being nved tis ‘make en cﬁ’wﬂvaoonm'buuontomﬂxtatyacbon,ttshaube
presumednottobcsouwd.” .

The Istasli amhonhwarguedtbaxﬂxcmmhtaryfnmhadakmdyxssuzdawammgto
the mhabxtants of 1hc vﬂlage of Qana indicating ‘that the civilians should leave the
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aforementioned village, thus considering all thase who choose to remain as being affilisted. to
Hizbollah. .This, in itself, reptesents a blatant violation to Internationst Law, especially in light
of the meaning of article 51.(2) of the 1977 protocol- I additional to the Gensva Convention
which reads ss follow: o : v .

“The civilian population, as such, as well as individual civilians, khall not be
the object of attack. Acts or threats of violence, ths primary porpose of
whichzstoqxudmmmgﬂncxvﬂmpopuhhon,mpmhibmd.” '

' Ako.thelﬁ‘gcﬁ‘mthmiﬁ&uiedwjusﬁfythdimmd:mmm,bydlegedlyddmhg
that fighters were among the tivilian population. This argumentation is' ill-founded, since none
oftbebodi&wcowmd&ho@dﬂ:ﬂnnyﬁghﬁsﬁm’mgﬂ:edvﬂimpopﬂaﬁm Also, this

 sams pretext represents g blatant violation of internationsl humanitarian law sincs; article 50 (3)

of the of the 1977 Profocol 1, addifianal to tho Geneva Convention, unequivocally states that:

e
PRI

- “The presence within the civilian popolation:of individuals who do not coms
' vnthmthedcﬁnfhonofc&vﬂmdomnotd:prwethepopuhmnoﬁtscwahm
" ‘The last pretext used by. the Isrpeli anthosities. as 2 cover up. to their camags was fhat
m-mmwabmﬁqwmofwmmmm.ap@my
, whéhwnsidqrcdinﬁg@tofihe'foﬂnﬁnguﬁql&s:? B ' .
- Adicles SLEG) (b): . . . _ .' R
) . “E l.: . » ¢ "a m : !1' .'I."!' I r ‘. .. I " l at&
5. (b) an attack which may be expectsd o éanss incidental loss of civilian Iife, -
injury to civilians, damage fo civilian objects, or a combination thereof, which
- would be excessive in relation to the concrets énd direct military advantage
- Article 51 (8): R - B O

“Any viplation of thoss prokibitions shall not feléase fhe Partiés to the conflict
from their legal obligation with respect to: ths .civilien population end -
civilians, including the obli ion to take the precautionary measures provids
forineticle 57" . . SRR Shidien

© - Such measures include refraining from Jaunching am attack, end even canceling zn attack
-in progress, if such an attack may be expected to cause disproportionate loss of civilizn life, "

- Finally, based on intemational humsnitarian law, the Isrieli forees are under the coristant
obligation tp distinguish.at all times between civilians and-civilian- objects on_one hand end -
military objects on the other, - The issuance of a waming to the civilian population does not
relieve the Isracli forces from their obligation under the rulés and principles of international
humanitarian law.  The Israeli forces should mmder all circumstances give doe observance to the
prineiples of distinction and proportionality. - - ,

© 16
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RE]’UBLIQUE LIBANAISE -
MINISPERE DES APFAIRES ETRANGERES
. ETDER EANGRES

No:3 ?40'/5’;'

: Since the 12 of July, Lebanon is the ta.rget of a ferocious mggression
- that is disproportionate by international law standards and recognized by the
mternat:onal commumty as well as the Security Council.

- Accordmg t6 the High Relief Committee latest tol! of casualties is 863
S klllcd, 3280 injured, 913,760 displaced of which a big nmnbcr is homnieless
L '..;'as bunldmgs and houses were flattened to the ground ‘ )

‘ ~'Lebanon wishes'to situate the Qana massacre among the other war _
. .4 1mes Israel has . and s still deliberately cormmttmg in Lebanon, then give
an account. of the facts sunoundmg the 1 massacre. )

- 1- The Israell Aggressions asa sysfematlc pattern of war crimes

SR . .u* 2 Isracl has systemancally violated mterr!auonal humamtanan !awm its”
o m1htary aggresswns agamst Lebanon. . :

PR o srael dehberately sougbt to destmy the mﬁ'asimcture by targetmg the o
e el Bt airport the Lebanese ports, bridges in- the ‘south, in the north . -
R, o violating international humanitarian law principles. The damages were
y "0 . estimated on the 22™ of July to be around 2bn US dollars:- LT
o Israel is imposing a naval and air blockade of Lebanon in addition to
. '~1mpcdmg relief ‘missions from going'to South Lebanon or Bekaa
" valley, violating . the principle of the illegality of intentionally using
.~ “starvation of civilians as a method of warfare by depriving them of
. . ‘objects: mdxspcnsable to their sunnval including willfully lmpedmg
* Telief supplies.
;.0 Isracl has rcpc;l.tcdly targcted relief convoys or cars.  Attacks were
o ?lntenuonally directed agamst personaél, installations, matérial, units
'~ -or vehicles involved in.a humanitarian assistance or peacekcepmg
" ‘missions under the auspices of- the Umted Natlons (Ktlling of Four
“UMN. Observers, July 25) :
o . Israel, since the be,gmnmg of this aggressxon, has pursued a dchbcmte
. policy of attacking civilians whether in shelters, fleeing ‘or wounded. -
- Jsraeli- forces have reportedly attacked ambulances and rescue crews
~ as they were trying to reach victims' of the bombings in a.ddmon to-
targeting the civil defense building in Tyre . -
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o Accordmg to. the Human Rxghts Watch, the Israeli Justice Minister,
Haim Ramon, was quoted saying, "All those now in south Lebanon
are terrorists who are related in some way to Hezbollah”, thns giving
Israel the excuse to attack any civilian who remained in any zone
Israel considers to be a war zone,
- : © _Time after time, Israel attacked civilian Homes and civilian vehicles
* . - attempting to flee the besieged southern border zone, killing families
' <. without any military objective in sight consistently violating the basic

customary rule regarding the protection.of civilians (often rgferred to . -

as the principle of dlstlnctmn between cxwhan populanon and
combatants) T _

: Examples of attacks on humes targetmg cwﬂlans mamly clnldrcn

> Ktllmg of Thirteen Civilianis in Dwexr, July 13
e Killing of Nine Civiligns in Baflay, July 13,
. » Killing of Twelve Civilians, Zibqine, July 13 _
: And as we write this report innocent victims are still under the mbble
'in'Srifa (estimated number of forty civilians until now) as there was"
- impossibility to reach them due to Istaeli prohlbumn of passage. o7

‘A dramatlc example of attacks targeting fleeing civilians is the kxlhng , .

of twenty-one civilians who were ﬂeelng from Marwahin on July the
15® a&er the Israeh evacuation wammg

All of the above consntute war crimes under mtematxonal law

Qana stands out as the- most heinous war crime.. commltted by Israel in xts
dehberate p_o_hg of ta;getmg civilians. :
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targeting Qana village in southern Lebanon, a two-storey building that has a
storage room collapsed under the impact of a direct missile and ansther one
. very close. .

The corpses of twenty eight peoplé (including 14 children) who were
killed in this criminal assault were retrieved fram . under the rubble of the
: bmldmg We suspect bodles haVe been unaccountcd for under the n;bb!e

‘Sixic"en i\'vbu’:i‘ded surv:ved thlsattack S
Arotind 42 people had 'been hldlng in mlsbmldmg asthey con3|dered'
it safer ‘than othcrs In the VICInIty accordlng to press corrcspondents.

-Thet rescucrs and the press who came to help cou!d Not proceed easily.
inthe begmmng as alr ra1dS conunu_ed_ and a.s thq rpads to the vil Iage were all
destroyed. ST ST ERLTLL L :

Inen investigation.conducted by Lebanese military. authorities there'.
was no indication that rockets were launched next to the building: .

Surveillance drones frequently overflow. the V|Ilage and;"as a result
Isragli forces must have known about the cmllms '

: Accordmg to Sarsh Leah 'Whltson, dxrector of the Mlddle Bast and .‘
- North Afries divisian at Human Rights Watch, “t!a@ dﬁaﬁbﬁ in Qans were ﬁzs%

- prcdzctable result of Israel 's mdxscnmmate bombmg campaxgn in Lebano

The Qana massacre is & war crime &S lnternatlonal law provzdcs that

directing intentionally attacks against the civilian population or against

~individual civilians not taking direct part in hostilities is considered a war -
crime.

- REPUBLIQUE LIBANAISE
MINISTRE DES AFFAIRES ETRANGERES
o dus Libamsls $'Outre Mes
II- Qana massacre S ;.Q
Early morning of July 30, 2006, and-as part of intense air raids -
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MINISTRE DES AFFATRES ETRANGERES
of daw Lkt d"Omiva Ly

. REPUBLIQUE LIBANAISE

Attacking " or bombardmg by whatevcr means towns, villages,
~ dwellings or buildings which arc undefended and which are not military
objcctwes in the knowledge that such attack will cause incidental loss of life
or injury to civilians or damage to civilian objects or widespread, long-term -
and severe damage to the natural environment and which would be clearly
excessive in relation to the concrete and direct overall military advantage
- antlcxpated, is a war cnme

B Extcnswe destruction and appropnanon of propexty. not Justlfied by
G :--:.mlhtary necessxty a.nd carried out unlawﬁxlly and wantonly is a war cnme

S Issumg wammgs to the civilian population to leave the grea does not
enable Israel to claim it can.be relieved from its responsibilities' under
B customary mtematxonal humamtanan law.

s s

Therefore, Isra.el should be held responsxble for these war cnmes

: .Annexed :
- 2 DVDs (Ministry of information, New ™
.: = 1DVD photos :
- = Report by military lialson ofﬁcer »
- Report by Internal Security Forces -
. Report by Lebanese Red Cross -
) List ot' Vicﬁms based on the lst advanced by Tyre Hospxtal '
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The arrow above indicates the location of the house where the Qana massacre took
place.

* The news media showed a picture provided by Israeli television of the location
from which the Israeli Army claimed the missiles were launched. The picture

shown [by the media] is different from the picture above in the following
respects:

I.  The location shown was flatter and not surrounded by valleys.
2. The location shown had more houses.

* The picture above shows that it would be impossible for a missile launcher to
reach the launch site because of the steepness and narrowness of the roads.

+ It is also impossible to launch from the location indicated because it faces to
the west and the supposed launch direction should have been to the South.

06-45784
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06-45784

[Original: Arabic]

-~ No. 1928/MM

2 August 2006

Subjevct: Massacre perpetrated by the forces of the Israeli enemy in Qana

1. At 01:30 hours on 30 July 2006, Isracli warplanes attacked a two-storey
building with a basement. Several citizens had taken shelter in this basement from
the constant Israeli bombardment of the town.

2. - An enemy aircraft fired a missile at the building, striking the roof; the building
collapsed on the cellar. Another missile also struck very close to the building.

3. At 7:30 on the same day, elements of the Civil Defence, the Red Cross and the

~Lebanese Army headed for Qana to rescue and assist citizens. They were unable to
~ reach the site because of the heavy presence of enemy helicopters and warplanes.

4. At 9 o’clock, rescue operations began after relief agencies and workers had
contacted  Lieutenant-Colonel Castiglioni of the United Nations Interim Force in
Lebanon (UNIFIL) and they were able to begin rescue operations.

5.~ The building that was targeted is located at the edge of a valley.

6. No missile was launched from Qana or from any place near the targeted site
(according to the available information).

7. Relief elements from UNIFIL intervened at approximately 14:00 hours.

8. The Israeli media reported the opinion of the commander of the Israeli Air
Force, Brigadier General Amir Eshel, who attempted to obscure the picture saying:

“It is possible that various things were stored inside the house, things that ultimately

caused-an explosion; moreover, the Army issued an estimate that explosives inside
the .building exploded 7 hours after the collapse of the building and led to its
collapse”. ‘ '

9. . On 2 August 2006, the newspaper Ha ' aretz revealed doubts about the “facts

. presented to the press by the Israeli Army” with regard to the bombardment of the

building in Qana. According to the newspaper, it emerged that no traces of missile
launchers were found in the area of or inside the building targeted by Israeli aircraft.
The newspaper added that the Israeli Army did not have information that Hizbollah
elements were at the location. This information contradicts the claims of the Israeli
Army and the pictures it showed on the media claiming to show a missile-launching
vehicle entering the building in Qana in which children and their parents sheltered.

10.  After the Qana massacre, a spokesman for the Israeli Army said that Hizbollah
had fired mortars from near the location of the house that the Israeli Army had
bombarded."

1i. In another statement, the commander of the Air Force claimed that a missile
had been launched from a location very near to the house that was bombarded and
that that had led to the Qana massacre.

12. On 2 August 2006 an Israeli military spokesman stated on the Ha’aretz
newspaper’s website “during the course of investigations carried out by the Israeli

23
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Army in the last two days (48-hour ceasefire), there were, apparently, no missile

launchers near the site of the house that was targeted in Qana”. The spokesman

reiterated his regret concerning the civilian casualties at Qana.
13. Coordinates of the targeted house: 108640/142900

For your perusal.

To: The Minister for Foreign Affairs and Expatriates

06-45784
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General Directorate of Internal Security Forces
Office of the Director General

Report of the Director General of the Internal Security Forces on the
massacre perpetrated by the Zionist enemy in the town of Qana

At 01:30 hours on 30 July 2006, warplanes of the Israeli enemy repeatedly
attacked the town of Qana in the Khariba district. In two raids the planes targeted a
three-story building with a basement shelter in which there were approximately 62
civilians. The raids either killed or injured the majority of those persons. There were
conflicting initial reports as to the number of dead and wounded.

On 1 August 2006, the final number of dead stood at 27 (16 of whom were
children), 16 wounded (3 of whom were children) and 7 persons missing.

Attachments:

Two tables indicating the number of dead and wounded in the Qana massacre
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[Original: Arabic]
Lebanese Red Cross
Beirut, 3 August 2006

To whom it may concern:

In accordance with internal report No. 182/7/06, issued on 31 July 2006 by the
Director of the first aid teams of the Lebanese Red Cross (LRC) on the
bombardment of a building in the Qana area, and the testimony of some of the
rescue workers, we can report that at 7:00 a.m. on 30 July 2006, after the artillery
shelling of the Qana area, reports arrived of wounded and dead under the rubble of
the building. Ambulances were dispatched immediately. As they were moving, the
area was again bombarded several times, forcing the ambulances to stop until the
bombardment ceased. The ambulances then started moving again and tried to reach
the location of the building via several access roads, but they were unsuccessful
because of the mass of rubble which prevented them from advancing and the
intensity of the bombardment. We emphasize that we contacted the International
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) to make arrangements and contacts to facilitate
the rescue operation, but to no avail. However, the ambulances completed their
approach and stopped approximately 600 metres from the building. The rescue
workers proceeded on foot, being assisted initially by some of the residents in their
attempts to remove those wounded people who could be rescued to the place where
the ambulances were parked. At 8 a.m., after security assurances had been received
from ICRC, the LRC ambulances were able to reach the site and evacuated and
rescued eight wounded. They also transported 15 deceased persons (8 of whom were
children). The operation continued until 7 p.m., when the LRC ambulances
departed.

06-45784
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ot des Libsoadz &*Outre

The list of the names confirmed kﬂled from Tyre hospxtal records are:

. MINIPTRE DES AFFAIRES ETRANGERES

Wer

.Genderv =

Number Name
St "9,”"“ e M ~Male
] Male

Female
9 YahyaMuhammad 9 years Male
Qassim Shalbub 7 L
- i0 | Yusif Ahmad Mahmud 6 years Male
' .Shalhub -
11 | Qassim Samth Shalhub 9 years Male
12 Ali Mohammad Kassim 10 years | Male
| Shalhub .
13 Ja'far Mahmud Hashim 10 years Male
14 Hussain Ahmad izyears Male
15 ;7yea.rs-' T ooMale
, 16 12Years “eid o Female 7Yt
17 " 25years Fanale
' Shalhub ' :
18 Khadija *Ali Younes %1 years Fetnale
TN Maryam Hassan '*30years * Fejnale
) Muhsin : . -
20 Taysir ‘Ali Shalbub §0 years Male
21 Lina Muhammed #0 years _ Feinale

Mahmud Shalhunb

YCEY

v o = e
B
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'REPUBLIQUE LIBANAISE ~ ° :
MINIFTRE DES AFFAIRES ETRANGERES
) du thuh d‘Ontu Mar

Tbrahim Hashim ... "1
. 26 -Mahdi Mahmud ' 7§
. | Hashim R
' 27 | Hasna Hashim = | ..

.

- ¢
13 \'_. >
2wt
L
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Table of the names of those killed in the Qana massacre

Number Name Age
1 Hasna Hashim 75
2 Hawra’ Muhammad Qasim Shalhoub 12
3 Zahra’ Muhammad Qasim Shalhoub 2
4 Lina Muhammad Mahmoud Shalhoub 30
5 Nabila Ali Amin Shalhoub, 40
6 ‘Ula Ahmad Mahmoud Shalhoub 25
7 Khadija Ali Younis 31
8 Zeinab Muhammad Ali Amin Shalhoub 6
9 Fatima Muhammad Hashim 4
10 Maryam Hassan Muhsin 30
11 ltaf al-Zabad 45
12 Rugayya Muhammad Hashim 7
13 Ahmad Mahmoud Shalhoub 55
14 Ibrahim Hashim 65
15 Ali Ahmad Hashim 3
16 Abbas Mahmoud Hashim 9 months
17 Mahdi Mahmoud Hashim 68
18 Tbrahim Ahmad Hashim 7
19 Ja’far Mahmoud Hashim 10
20 Taysir Ali Shalhoub 39
21 Ali Ahmad Mahmoud Shalhoub 17
22 Yahya Muhammad Qasim Shalhoub 9
23 Ali Muhammad Qasim Shalhoub 10
24 Yusif Ahmad Mahmoud Shalhoub

25 Qasim Sameeh Shalhoub

26 Hussein Ahmad Hashim 12
27 Qasim Muhammad Shalhoub 7

29
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Table of the names of those wounded in the Qana massacre

Number Name of injured Age
I Noor al-Houda Muhammad Al-Hashim 13
2 Najwa Ali Shalhoub 35
3 Rabab Mahmoud Yusif 41
4 Noor Muhammad Al-Hashim 13
5 Hiyam Ibrahim Hashim 31
6 Hala Ahmad Shathoub ‘ 26
7 Iman Hussein Dimashq 19
8 Zeinab Ahmad Shathoub 22
9 Fatima Kamal Kamal Unknown
10 Muhammad Shalhoub 35
11 Ahmad lbrahim Hashim 42
12 Muhammad Ali Shalhoub 41
13 Hassan Muhammad Shaihoub 4
14 Muhammad Qasim Shalhoub 37
15 Ali Musa Hashim 23
16 Jawad Ali Hashim : 34

06-45784



