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Restriction of the freedom of access and movement of the
United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon from 21 June to
20 October 2025

1.  In paragraph 15 of its resolution 2695 (2023), the Security Council urged the
parties to ensure that the freedom of movement of the United Nations Interim Force
in Lebanon (UNIFIL) in all its operations, including access to all parts of the Blue
Line, was fully respected and unimpeded. It called upon the Government of Lebanon
to facilitate prompt and full access to sites requested by UNIFIL for the purpose of
swift investigation, including all locations of interest, all relevant locations north of
the Blue Line related to the discovery of tunnels crossing the Blue Line (as reported
in S/2019/237) and unauthorized firing ranges, in line with resolution 1701 (2006),
while respecting Lebanese sovereignty.

2. Inline with UNIFIL’s adaptation plan, UNIFIL continued its operation-oriented
approach. During the reporting period, UNIFIL conducted a monthly average of 7,864
operational activities, including 73 air operations. The percentage of UNIFIL’s
operational activities conducted in close coordination with the Lebanese Armed
Forces was maintained at 24 per cent.

3. While UNIFIL’s freedom of movement was in general respected, the Mission
experienced several incidents in which violence or weapons were used to intimidate
peacekeepers, which resulted in injuries to peacekeepers or damage to UNIFIL assets,
or interfered with operations. Incidents of note occurred near Kfar Shuba on 3 and
20 July when the Israel Defense Forces opened fire across the Blue Line near a UN
position, forcing peacekeepers to take security measures. Several concerning
incidents also occurred in conjunction with UNIFIL’s operations to remove
roadblocks near observation point Marwahin (Sector West), in September, with the
Israel Defense Forces dropping grenades near UNIFIL personnel and pointing their
weapons at peacekeepers. Two serious incidents also took place near Marun al-Ra’s
(Sector East) on 2 October when the Israel Defense Forces dropped grenades near
peacekeepers who had been providing security for local residents. On 11 October, a
peacekeeper was slightly injured after a grenade was dropped near a UN position near
Kfar Kila (Sector East). UNIFIL protested each of these incidents to the Israel
Defense Forces.

4.  UNIFIL also continued to encounter roadblocks around the five Israel Defense
Forces positions and the two “buffer zones” north of the Blue Line. While UNIFIL
reestablished access to UN position 8-33, northeast of Hula (Sector East) in June, and
observation point Marwahin on 10 September, the Israel Defense Forces presence
continues to restrict access to UN Position 1-31, southwest of Alma al-Sha‘b (Sector
West), UN position 9-63, south of Udaysah (Sector East), and UN position 9-64 south
of Kfar Kila.

5. UNIFIL also experienced incidents involving local actors in which violence was
used to intimidate UNIFIL peacekeepers, UNIFIL equipment was sometimes
damaged, or the peacekeepers had to use alternative routes. In addition to the
incidents listed below, UNIFIL experienced minor incidents during which items such
as stones or bottles were thrown at UNIFIL property or personnel without causing
damage or injuries. Each of the incidents has been raised by the Mission with the
Lebanese Armed Forces.

JN) Easall
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Figure V

Incidents of restrictions of freedom of movement of and aggressive behaviour against UNIFIL

== Restrictions of freedom of movement or aggressive behaviour by Lebanese actors

=
<
§

Restrictions of freedom of movement or aggressive behaviour by the Israel Defense Forces

Source: UNIFIL.

Restrictions of the freedom of movement or aggressive behaviour involving the
Israel Defense Forces

6.  On 3 July, the Israel Defense Forces fired hundreds of small arms bursts from
south of the Blue Line towards Kfar Shuba (Sector East). A few impacts were
observed on the bunker wall of a nearby UNIFIL position, likely caused by ricochets
from bullets that struck rocks outside the perimeter of the position, approximately 25
meters from the bunker.

7. On 19 July, Israel Defense Forces personnel south of the Blue Line pointed their
weapons at a UNIFIL patrol that was operating in close coordination with the
Lebanese Armed Forces southeast of Qatmoun (Sector West).

8. On 20 July, the Israel Defense Forces opened heavy machine gun fire from south
of the Blue Line, southeast of Kfar Shuba, prompting peacekeepers to take security
measures. There was no injury to UNIFIL personnel or damage to equipment.

9. On 24 July, the Israel Defense Forces pointed the barrel of a tank and a laser
towards a UNIFIL patrol southeast of Marun al-Ra’s.

10. On 8 August, two Israel Defense Forces soldiers using megaphones urged a
UNIFIL patrol operating in close coordination with the Lebanese Armed Forces
northeast of Kfar Kila to “leave the area” or they would open fire. The UNIFIL patrol
continued its activity as planned.

I11. On 23 August, the Israel Defense Forces directed a high caliber weapon system,
mounted on a bunker, towards Observer Group Lebanon personnel at observer point
MAR, southeast of Markaba (Sector East).

12. On 25 August, the Israel Defense Forces aimed the turret of an automatic
weapon system, equipped with a machine gun, towards UNIFIL peacekeepers in Hula.

20/30



S/2025/738

21/30

13. On 25 August, an Israel Defense Forces drone dropped a grenade near a group
of people in Kfar Kila as a UNIFIL patrol was passing by about 50 meters away. There
were no injuries.

14. On 28 August, an Israel Defense Forces soldier pointed their weapon towards a
UNIFIL patrol operating in close coordination with the Lebanese Armed Forces near
Arab al-Wazzani (Sector East).

15. On 30 August, an Israel Defense Forces vehicle followed an Observer Group
Lebanon patrol southwest of Markaba, with the vehicle’s mounted machine gun
continuously pointing at the peacekeepers.

16. On 31 August, Isracl Defense Forces personnel at one of the five positions north
of the Blue Line aimed several long-range green laser beams towards UNIFIL
peacekeepers southwest of Alma al-Sha‘b (Sector West), prompting the patrol to
move to a secure location.

17. On 1 September, Isracl Defense Forces personnel at one of the five positions
north of the Blue Line pointed a red laser beam at a UNIFIL patrol southwest of
Naqurah, prompting the patrol to move to a secure location.

18. On 2 September, an Israel Defense Forces tank, at one of the five Israel Defense
Forces positions north of the Blue Line, pointed its turret gun towards a UNIFIL patrol
east of Marwahin.

19. On 2 September, Isracl Defense Forces personnel at one of the five positions
north of the Blue Line pointed a green laser beam at a UNIFIL patrol southwest of
Alma al-Sha‘b.

20. On 2 September, Israel Defense Forces drones dropped four grenades close to
UNIFIL peacekeepers working to clear roadblocks that were hindering access to
observation point Marwahin near the Blue Line. One of the grenades impacted within
20 metres and three within approximately 100 metres of UNIFIL personnel and
vehicles. The grenades did not cause any injuries or damage. The UNIFIL activity
had been preceded by rigorous information exchange and coordination with the Israel
Defense Forces.

21. On 4 September, Israel Defense Forces personnel at one of the five positions
north of the Blue Line pointed green laser beams towards a UNIFIL patrol southwest
of Alma al-Sha‘b.

22. On 4 September, Israel Defense Forces personnel at one of the five positions
north of the Blue Line pointed a red laser beam towards a UNIFIL patrol near
Naqurah.

23. On 6 September, Israel Defense Forces personnel at one of the five positions
north of the Blue Line pointed multiple green laser beams at two UNIFIL patrol
vehicles near Alma al-Sha‘b, prompting the UNIFIL patrol to return to its base.

24. On 8 September, the Israel Defense Forces pointed a red laser beam at a UNIFIL
foot patrol southwest of Naqurah.

25. On 8 September, Israel Defense Forces personnel pointed their weapons at
UNIFIL peacekeepers removing roadblocks near observer point Marwahin,
prompting the peacekeepers to take security measures.

26. On 10 September, the Israel Defense Forces pointed blue lasers towards a
UNIFIL foot patrol southwest of Naqurah.

27. On 12 September, UNIFIL peacekeepers conducting a foot patrol inside a UN
position, southwest of Naqurah heard a voice from an Israel Defense Forces position
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nearby ordering them to retreat and the sound of the loading of a weapon. The patrol
responded by saying “understood”, stopped for several minutes, and then continued
its movement inside the UN position.

28. On 16 September the Israecl Defense Forces fired approximately 450 rounds of
machine gun fire from south to north of the Blue Line, impacting near a UN position
southeast of Markaba, prompting peacekeepers to take security measures.

29. On 16 September, the Israel Defense Forces pointed green laser beams at
UNIFIL personnel inside a UN position southwest of Naqurah.

30. On 18 September, the Israel Defense Forces told UNIFIL and Lebanese Armed
Forces personnel inspecting suspicious equipment southwest of Naqurah “to stop
activities, or personnel will be the object of fire.” UNIFIL and the Lebanese Armed
Forces stopped the activity and moved to a safe position.

31. On 20 September, Israel Defense Forces personnel pointed their rifles towards
UNIFIL peacekeeper conducting a bunker alarm drill southwest of Naqurah.
Following the incident, UNIFIL requested to speak with the Israel Defense Forces
commander in the area, [response to be added].

32. On 23 September, Isracl Defense Forces personnel at one of the five positions
north of the Blue Line pointed a green laser beam at the window of a UNIFIL patrol
vehicle northeast of Sarda (Sector East).

33. On 25 September, Isracl Defense Forces personnel at one of the five positions
north of the Blue Line pointed a green laser beam at a UNIFIL patrol northwest of
Ayn Aarab (Sector East).

34. On 30 September, an Israel Defense Forces tank at one of the five positions
north of the Blue Line pointed its turret towards a UNIFIL patrol southwest of
Markaba.

35. On 1 October, Israel Defense Forces personnel south of the Blue Line pointed a
green laser beam at a UNIFIL patrol southwest of Khiyam (Sector East).

36. On 1 October, Israel Defense Forces personnel south of the Blue Line pointed a
green laser beam towards a UN position near Ghajar (Sector East).

37. On 2 October, the Israel Defense Forces dropped a grenade about 30 meters
away from UNIFIL peacekeepers in Marun al-Ra’s, who were providing security to
local residents. About 20 minutes later, a second group of peacekeepers at the same
location observed a second grenade exploding approximately 20 meters above their
heads, creating a bright flash and white smoke. There were no injuries to UNIFIL
personnel nor to the local residents who were present. UNIFIL had informed the Israel
Defense Forces of its planned activity in advance. As the incident transpired, UNIFIL
issued a formal “stop-firing” request to the Israel Defense Forces. UNIFIL also
subsequently raised the incident with the Israel Defense Forces in writing.

38. On 3 October, Israel Defense Forces personnel at one of the five positions north
of the Blue Line pointed green laser beams at UNIFIL patrol vehicles northeast of
Sarda.

39. On 8 October, two Israel Defense Forces personnel at one of the five positions
north of the Blue Line pointed their rifles for a few seconds at an Observer Group
Lebanon patrol, northeast of Marwahin.

40. On 8 October, an Israel Defense Forces soldier pointed his weapon toward five
UNIFIL peacekeepers who were preparing for the Liaison Branch to cross the Blue
Line, southwest of Naqurah (Sector West).
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41. On 9 October, Israel Defense Forces personnel in vehicles at one of the five
positions north of the Blue Line pointed a green laser toward a UN position southwest
of Arab al-Luwayzah (Sector East).

42. On 11 October, an Israel Defense Forces drone dropped a grenade approximately
forty meters outside the fence of a UN position in Kfar Kila. The resulting shrapnel
projection caused light injury to one of the UNIFIL peacekeepers who was inside the
position. UNIFIL has launched a technical investigation into the incident. UNIFIL
has also written to the Israel Defense Forces protesting the incident. Following the
incident, the Isracl Defense Forces issued a statement saying that it had “operated to
distance suspects, who attempted to reestablish a military structure belonging to the
Hizbullah terrorist organization in the Kfar Kila areca by means of a grenade.” The
Israel Defense Forces acknowledged the communication from UNIFIL and stated that
that it reviewed the incident and “reinforced safety distance procedures for strikes
near UNIFIL positions.”

43. On 15 October, Israel Defense Forces personnel at one of the five positions north
of the Blue Line pointed an infrared light towards a UNIFIL patrol northeast of Sarda.

44. On 16 October, Israel Defense Forces personnel directed a flashlight towards a
Lebanese Armed Forces position, where UNIFIL was present, whereafter the
Lebanese Armed Forces directed a flashlight toward the Israel Defense Forces. The
Israel Defence Forces subsequently fired approximately 10 to 15 rounds near the
Lebanese Armed Forces position. UNIFIL immediately issued a “stop fire” request,
whereafter the engagement quickly ceased.

Restrictions of the freedom of movement or aggressive behaviour involving
Lebanese actors

45. On 21 June, 50 individuals in civilian clothes blocked the path of a UNIFIL
patrol northwest of Tibnin (Sector West) by placing vehicles across the road. After
about an hour, the patrol was able to move to an adjacent area where the Lebanese
Armed Forces was waiting, whereafter the patrol continued its activity. The incident
was filmed and shared on social media. UNIFIL issued a public statement reiterating
that freedom of movement is a core requirement for the implementation of its
mandate.

46. On 28 June, five individuals in civilian clothes stopped a UNIFIL patrol
southeast of Brashit (Sector East) and stating that the patrol could not proceed without
being accompanied by the Lebanese Armed Forces. The crowd subsequently grew to
ten individuals, with one of the individuals joining the group claiming that the road
was private property. The Lebanese Armed Forces arrived shortly thereafter,
following which the patrol left the area together with the Lebanese Armed Forces and
continued its activity using an alternative road.

47. On 2 July, an individual in civilian clothes on a motorcycle gestured to a UNIFIL
patrol near At Tiri (Sector West) to turn around. The patrol moved to a nearby location
where it met up with the Lebanese Armed Forces which advised the peacekeepers to
avoid At Tiri due to planned Ashura commemorations. The patrol then continued its
activity using an alternative route.

48. On 4 July, three individuals in civilian clothes stopped a UNIFIL patrol west of
Srifa (Sector West) stating that the patrol could not continue its movement. The patrol
continued its activity using an alternative route.

49. On9 July, a UNIFIL patrol near Jibal Al Butm (Sector West) encountered a low-
hanging electric cable stretching between buildings, blocking the road. Several
individuals explained that the road was not passable due to an airstrike with about 17
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people gathering around the patrol, while a civilian vehicle blocked the road behind.
After the Lebanese Armed Forces and the deputy mayor arrived, UNIFIL resumed its
activity using an alternative route. Later the same day, UNIFIL confirmed that there
had been an airstrike in the area.

50. Also on 9 July, about 15 individuals blocked the road of another UNIFIL patrol
near Jibal Al Butm, without explaining the reason. After the Lebanese Armed Forces
arrived, the patrol continued its activity using an alternative route. The mayor of Jibal
Al Butm later informed UNIFIL that the individuals involved were local youth, acting
independently.

51. On 10 July, about 10 individuals in civilian clothes, with motorbikes, blocked
the road of a UNIFIL patrol near Aytiti (Sector West), while throwing stones and
beating the patrol vehicles with their hands as well as placing car tires in front of the
UNIFIL vehicles. After warnings via a loudspeaker, the patrol used two smoke
grenades to disperse the crowd. Meanwhile, individuals continued to throw stones,
hitting one of the peacekeepers, without causing injury. The patrol vehicles then
pushed aside the motorbikes blocking the road and continued their movement.
Following the incident, the mayor of Aytiti stressed that while he coordinates UNIFIL
access to the village with the Lebanese Armed Forces “intrusions” on private property
remain unacceptable to the community.

52.  On 16 July, an individual in civilian clothes stopped a UNIFIL patrol west of
Ibil al-Saqi (Sector East). The patrol turned around and left the area.

53.  On 20 July, five individuals in civilian clothes with three vehicles blocked the
road of a UNIFIL patrol north of Frun (Sector East). The peacekeepers used an
alternative road to continue their activity. Following the incident, the mayor of Frun
suggested to UNIFIL that the perpetrators may have been outsiders.

54. On 21 July, eight individuals in civilian clothes stopped a UNIFIL patrol west
of Dayr Kifa (Sector West), stating the patrol could not be present without the
Lebanese Armed Forces. After the peacekeepers explained the purpose of the patrol,
their attitude became more positive and, after the Lebanese Armed Forces arrived, the
UNIFIL patrol continued its activity. Following the incident, the mayor of Days Kifa
explained that local youth had stopped the last three vehicles of the patrol as they had
been separated from the rest of the patrol and were entering private property.

55. On 24 July, a UNIFIL patrol southwest of Hariss (Sector West) encountered
large stones blocking the road, apparently as the result of a landslide. While taking
another road, one of the patrol’s armored personnel carriers got stuck in the
vegetation. Soon thereafter, five agitated individuals in civilian clothes arrived and
started striking the vehicle with their hands. The group subsequently grew to 15
individuals. After the Lebanese Armed Forces arrived, the patrol resumed its activity.
Following the incident the mayor of Hariss stated that the patrol was stopped as it
entered a dead end. He advised that UNIFIL should coordinate its patrols with the
Lebanese Armed Forces.

56. On 9 August, two individuals in civilian clothes stopped a UNIFIL patrol
southeast of Zibqin (Sector West), stating they were not allowed to be present without
the Lebanese Armed Forces as they were entering an area of private property. After
the Lebanese Armed Forces arrived, the patrol continued its movement. A few
minutes later, another individual in civilian clothes blocked the road of the patrol,
stating the patrol could not continue as it was entering private property. After the
Lebanese Armed Forces returned to the area, the patrol continued its movement for a
second time.
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57. On 10 August, four individuals in civilian clothes stopped a UNIFIL patrol near
an olive grove south of Bafliyah (Sector West), stating the patrol was about to enter
private property. An additional 15 individuals with vehicles arrived within minutes,
with one of the individuals hitting one of the UNIFIL vehicles with a telescopic baton,
breaking the rear-view mirror. The peacekeepers subsequently used tear gas to
disperse the crowd, whereafter they continued their movement. Following the
incident, the mayor of Bafliyah stated that the patrol had entered private property, and
that the aggressive posture of the peacekeepers fueled tension.

58. On 10 August, UNIFIL peacekeepers reported that an individual in civilian
clothes threw a stone toward a UNIFIL patrol northeast of Mays al-Jabal, lightly
damaging the vehicle.

59. On 11 August, a group of about 30 individuals blocked the road of a UNIFIL
patrol southwest of Al Malikiyah (Sector West). The Lebanese Armed Forces arrived
after about 30 minutes, whereafter the patrol continued its movement. Following the
incident the mayor of Al Malikiyah stated that local youths often act spontancously
when patrols are not accompanied by the Lebanese Armed Forces.

60. On 28 August, five individuals in civilian clothes threw stones at UNIFIL patrol
vehicles, northwest of Ayn Ba’al (Sector West), causing minor damage to two of the
patrol vehicles. The local mayor informed UNIFIL that the incident will be
investigated.

61. On 9 September, 12 individuals in civilian clothes stopped a UNIFIL vehicle
patrol north of Ash Sh'aytiyah (Sector West), shouting and throwing stones, while
stating the patrol had to be accompanied by the Lebanese Armed Forces. After a short
interruption, the patrol continued its movement.

62. On 14 September, five individuals in civilian clothes threw stones at a UNIFIL
patrol passing south of Jibal Al Butm (Sector West), resulting in slight damage to one
of the UN vehicles.

63. On 16 September, approximately 15 individuals in civilian clothes threw stones
at a UNIFIL vehicle patrol in Alahmadiya (Sector East) prompting the peacekeepers
to leave the area and use an alternate route.

64. On 28 September, an individual in civilian clothes stopped an Observer Group
Lebanon patrol northwest of Kafra (Sector West) and informed the patrol that to
continue on the road posed a safety risk. The patrol turned around and proceeded on
a different route.

65. On 1 October, four individuals in civilian clothes stopped a UNIFIL patrol
northeast of Naffakhaniyah (Sector West). The Lebanese Armed Forces soon arrived,
whereafter the patrol continued its movement. About an hour later, the same patrol
was stopped for a second time by a group of nine individuals in civilian clothes. After
a short stop, the patrol was able to continue its movement.

66. On 3 October, two individuals in civilian clothes on motorcycles stopped a
UNIFIL patrol southeast of Alahamadiya (Sector East) and asked the patrol to leave
the village. The patrol left the village and resumed its planned activity.

67. On4 October, a group of individuals in civilian clothes threw stones at a UNIFIL
vehicle southwest of Tibnin, resulting in minor damage to the vehicle.
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Incidents not attributed to any party

68. On 3 October, a UNIFIL vessel operating in the UNIFIL Area of Maritime
Operation experienced electronic interference from an unknown source for
approximately 30 minutes, affecting its global positioning and radar systems.

69. On 5 October, UNIFIL Maritime Task Force vessels experienced electronic
interference from an unknown source for approximately 45 minutes, affecting
essential navigational and surveillance equipment, including the global positioning
and automatic identification systems and radar assets.

70. On 9 October, a UNIFIL patrol near Alma al-Sha‘b experienced electronic
interference from an unknown source, including radio interference in an unspecified
language.

71. On 14 October, a UNIFIL patrol southeast of Marun al-Ra‘s experienced
electronic interference from an unknown source, temporarily disrupting their global
positioning system.
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Implementation of the arms embargo

1.  Paragraph 15 of resolution 1701 (2006) states that all States shall take the
necessary measures to prevent, by their nationals or from their territories or using flag
vessels or aircraft, the sale or supply of arms and related materiel to any entity or
individual in Lebanon other than those authorized by the Government of Lebanon or
the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL). The United Nations
continued to engage with Member States regarding allegations of weapons transfers
and efforts to address such violations of resolution 1701 (2006).

2. In identical letters dated 25 June addressed to the President of the Security
Council and to the Secretary-General (S/2025/416), the Permanent Representative of
Israel to the United Nations stated that “attempts to reactivate smuggling routes along
the Lebanese-Syrian border have also been observed [...] Hezbollah is making
concerted efforts to restore its military capabilities through transfer of funds [...] Iran
initially attempted to resume direct financial transfers to Hezbollah via direct flights
to Lebanon and also through indirect flights via third countries .... Recently,
Hezbollah has shifted to more sophisticated methods, primarily using the “hawala”
system through money exchange offices in Lebanon, transferring hundreds of
millions of dollars through this channel. Overall, an estimated one billion dollars has
been transferred to Hezbollah since the ceasefire came into effect [...] Hezbollah’s
aerial unit continues to produce thousands of UAVs under the guidance and funding
of Iran”.

3. In response, in identical letters dated 10 July addressed to the President of the
Security Council and to the Secretary-General (S/2025/458), the Permanent
Representative of Iran to the United Nations rejected “the baseless and fabricated
allegations levelled against the Islamic Republic of Iran in the [Israeli] letters dated
29 May and 25 June 2025”.

4.  In identical letters dated 6 October addressed to the President of the Security
Council and to the Secretary-General (S/2025/621), the Permanent Representative of
Israel to the United Nations stated that “Hezbollah has intensified smuggling by land,
air, and sea, including efforts to reestablish arms smuggling routes along the
Lebanese-Syrian border using local smugglers, operatives, and reportedly tunnels
[...] on August 19, Syrian forces intercepted a truck carrying Grad rockets from Syria
into Lebanon via the Homs route, a known smuggling corridor running from
southwest of Homs towards northeastern Beqaa. This recent illustrative case follows
multiple thwarted attempts to smuggle anti-tank missiles, launchers, and RPGs across
the border in areas like Al-Hermel and Al-Qusayr.

5. On 15 August, Hizbullah Secretary General Naim Qassem stated “thank you to
the Islamic Republic of Iran, which supported us with money, weapons, resources and
political and media positions. Iran stood by us, bore the burden with us, and offered
martyrs”.

6.  Separately, the Syrian Ministry of Interior announced on 13 July that it had
detained a suspected terrorist connected to “a cell affiliated with the Lebanese
Hezbollah militia” in possession of “explosive devices [obtained] through illegal
smuggling crossings”. On 19 August, the Syrian Ministry of Interior stated that “the
Internal Security Forces in Homs seized a car loaded with Grad missiles that were
being smuggled towards the Lebanese border”. On 11 September, the Syrian Ministry
of Interior announced the arrest of a “terrorist cell affiliated with the Hezbollah
militia” operating in the western Damascus countryside, adding that heavy weapons
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including “rocket launchers, 19 Grad rockets, anti-tank missiles, individual weapons,
and large quantities of various ammunition were confiscated” and that “preliminary
investigations revealed that cell members received training in camps inside Lebanese
territory and were planning to carry out operations inside Syrian territory that would
threaten the security and stability of citizens”. Hizbullah, in a statement dated
11 September, categorically refuted the allegations, stating that it had “no presence
or activities in Syria” and was “fully keen on Syria’s stability and its people’s
security”.

7. On 18 October, the Israel Defense Forces stated that it had “thwarted an attempt
to smuggle weapons in the Mount Hermon area”, noting that “a number of suspects
were arrested who attempted to smuggle weapons from Syrian territory to Lebanese
territory ... the forces arrested the suspects and transferred them for investigation
after they attempted to smuggle hand grenades, pistols, anti-tank rocket-propelled
grenades and ammunition”.

8.  As detailed in paragraph 63 of this report, the UNIFIL Maritime Task Force
continued to support maritime interdiction operations, hailing 2,498 vessels.

9.  The United Nations remains committed to supporting overall compliance by the
parties with resolution 1701 (2006) in all its provisions and to advancing its
implementation. This applies to the implementation of the arms embargo under
paragraph 15 of resolution 1701 (2006) and any decision that would be adopted by
the Security Council in this regard. I look forward to continued dialogue with the
Council and its members on furthering our joint goal of the full implementation of
resolution 1701 (20006).
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Mobilization of international support for the Lebanese
Armed Forces

1.  In paragraph 11 of its resolution 2790 (2025), the Security Council urged “the
international community to intensify its support, including equipment, material and
finance, to the LAF in order to ensure their effective and sustainable deployment
south of the Litani River and to enhance their capacities to implement resolution 1701
(2006), ... [and requested] ... the Secretary-General to continue adapting UNIFIL’s
activities, within its mandate, to support the Lebanese Armed Forces in the
establishment between the Blue Line and the Litani river of an area free of any armed
personnel, assets and weapons other than those of the Government of Lebanon and of
UNIFIL”.

2. During the reporting period, President Aoun continued to advocate for increased
support for the Lebanese Armed Forces. In his speech delivered during the General
Debate of the Eightieth Session of the United Nations General Assembly, on
23 September, the President stated, “Furthermore, there is the issue of providing the
necessary means to our legal armed forces so that they may take on the task in
defending and safekeeping our national integrity. We remain hopeful about the public
initiatives to organize international conferences dedicated to that purpose.” According
to readouts published by the presidency, many of the President’s engagements with
dignitaries on the margins of the General Debate included discussions on prospective
support to the Lebanese Armed Forces. Such support was also a key theme of
discussions between President Aoun and United Kingdom Foreign Secretary David
Lammy during the latter’s official visit to Lebanon on 4 July. Moreover, following a
meeting between Prime Minister Salam and French President Emmanuel Macron in
Paris on 24 July, a statement released by the French Presidency noted that the latter
had committed to continuing “to contribute to strengthening the Lebanese army,
which must ensure the state's monopoly on weapons throughout the territory”. Later,
in a 6 September statement welcoming the Lebanese Government’s endorsement of
the Lebanese Armed Forces plan to assert exclusive state control over weapons, the
French Ministry of Foreign Affairs noted that France “stands ready to organize two
conferences in support of the Lebanese Armed Forces and of recovery and
reconstruction when conditions allow”. Lebanese Armed Forces Commander General
Rodolph Haykal also made trips abroad to rally financial and technical support for
the Lebanese Armed Forces, traveling to Jordan in July and Qatar in October, while
receiving several delegations for discussions on financial support for the Lebanese
Armed Forces and opportunities for technical assistance.

3. On 30 June, Qatar formally announced its provision of $60 million in support
of the Lebanese Armed Forces (see S/2025/460, annex III, para. 7). According to the
statement released by the Qatari Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the announcement came
“within the framework of the State of Qatar’s firm commitment to support the
Republic of Lebanon, stand by the brotherly Lebanese people, and its firm belief in
the importance and necessity of joint Arab action”. The European Union (EU), on
23 June, launched a €12.5 million project to support the Lebanese Armed Forces in
“leading recovery efforts, enhancing security and helping communities in Southern
Lebanon rebuild”. On 10 September, the United States announced the approval of a
package for Lebanon with an estimated value of $14.2 million, intended to “build the
capability and capacity of the Lebanese Armed Forces to dismantle weapons caches
and military infrastructure of non-state groups, including Hizballah”.
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4.  The Military Technical Committee for Lebanon convened in London on 15 and
16 September to review the evolving requirements of the Lebanese Armed Forces in
the context of the ongoing implementation of the cessation of hostilities agreement
and the plan to establish exclusive state control over weapons. During the meeting,
the admission of three new members — Qatar, the Republic of Korea and Tiirkiye —
signified the growing interest among Member States in supporting the Lebanese
Armed Forces in southern Lebanon. UNIFIL and UNSCOL attended the meeting as
observers.

5. In coordination with the Committee, several Member States continued to
provide critical support to the Lebanese Armed Forces. Equipment, including that
related to explosive ordnance disposal, was provided by Germany, the Netherlands,
Tiirkiye, the United Kingdom and the United States. Canada, Denmark, France, Italy,
Japan, Spain and the United Kingdom delivered training courses and, in several cases,
contributed to the enhancement training infrastructure for the Lebanese Armed
Forces. Sustainment support, intended to enhance the wellbeing of Lebanese Armed
Forces personnel, was provided by France, Italy, the Republic of Korea, Spain and
the United States. The Netherlands and Italy continued to provide support to civil-
military cooperation (CIMIC) activities, while, outside the remit of the Military
Technical Committee, the European Union, the Netherlands, the United Kingdom and
the United States provided equipment, training and infrastructure to support border
control and management. With funding from France and the EU, and support from
the United Nations Development Programme, the International Organization for
Migration and partners, the Lebanese Armed Forces, on 30 September, inaugurated
the Joint Rescue Coordination Centre at the Beirut Naval Base. Focusing on
prevention, preparedness, response, and recovery at sea, the Centre will coordinate
maritime emergencies, rescue operations, and strengthen cooperation among the
Army, ministries and security agencies, with UNIFIL participation.

6.  Pursuant to the memorandum of understanding signed on 10 June for the
provision of non-lethal material support to the Lebanese Armed Forces (see
S/2025/460, annex III, para. 9), UNIFIL delivered 55,263 kilograms of food rations
and 442,620 litres of fuel to the Lebanese Armed Forces. In a separate initiative, on
16 September, UNIFIL gifted 101 vehicles, including four-wheel drive vehicles, cargo
trucks, water tankers, ambulances, and luggage transport vehicles, as well as other
equipment to the Lebanese Armed Forces.

7.  Efforts to enhance the integration and complementarity of funding mobilized
through the United Nations in support of the Lebanese Armed Forces continued during
the reporting period. Of $38 million in donor funding, including pledges, received by
United Nations agencies, funds and programmes from Canada, Denmark, the European
Union, Finland, France, Germany, Italy, Norway, and Spain, $32.7 million was
channeled through the “Livelihood Ecosystem” project (see S/2025/460, annex III,
para. 9) in support of the Lebanese Armed Forces. Under a broader United Nations
strategy of support to the security sector, seven United Nations agencies, funds and
programmes are supporting the implementation of 20 projects in support of the
Lebanese Armed Forces, in line with the Human Rights Due Diligence Policy, including
in support to operational readiness, CIMIC activities for trust building, upgrading the
main logistics warehouse, introducing modern supply chain systems and renewable
energy solutions, removal of rubble and unexploded ordnance, border control, maritime
security, and capacity development in the areas of migrant protection, human rights,
mediation, and women, peace and security. Funding totaling $2.1 million from the
European Union and the Netherlands was also directed to the Lebanese Mine Action
Centre. The Lebanese Armed Forces also endorsed and promulgated an anti-sexual
harassment and domestic violence policy, developed with support from the United
Nations, and delivered related training to officers in border regions.
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